Sexual dysfunction in the male dialysis patient: pathogenesis, evaluation, and therapy.
Impotence is a common problem in male dialysis patients. Although dialysis patients may appear to have more reasons to be depressed than nondialysis patients, depression has not been found to be correlated with erectile dysfunction in this group. Primary testicular failure is common in male dialysis patients as is hyperprolactinemia. These disorders may be the cause of impotence in some of these patients. An algorithm for the evaluation and treatment of impotence in the male dialysis patient is presented. Successful renal transplantation is associated with improvement in the testicular failure, in the hyperprolactinemia, and in the erectile dysfunction of the male patient with end-stage renal disease.